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CRJ 330 American Criminal Courts 

Livingstone College  

Division of Liberal Arts 

Department of Criminal Justice 1:00- 2:20 

 

Professor:  Mrs. Bessie Hutchins 

Office Location:    701W. Monroe Street, 3rd floor Hood Bldg. Room 305 

Conference Hour:  See below 

Telephone:  704-216-6853  

Email:   bhutchins@livingstone.edu  

Course Credit:  3 hours 

 

                 

Criminal Justice Department Goals: 

 Apply social science concepts and analytical methods to the complex and rapidly changing system of justice and social 

control; 

 Develop a broad understanding of the system and general decision-making and problem-solving skills intended to assist the 

student in dealing with the responsibilities and concerns of criminal justice agencies; 

  Acquire professional preparation in the areas of law enforcement, corrections, and criminal justice management; 

 Afford greater challenges, information, and skills to enhance student undergraduate experiences and workforce market 

ability. 

 

Department Rationale: This course is a major required course for students majoring in Criminal Justice.  Students must pass this 

course with a “C” or better in order for the course to count toward their matriculation.   

 

Course Description: This course offers an in-depth examination of American jurisprudence including the history, evaluation, and 

structure of the court system. Prerequisite: CRJ 130.  

 

Textbook:  Nuebauer. (2012). American Courts and the Criminal Justice System 11th Ed. Belmont, CA: Cengage  

 

Course Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 Demonstrate fundamental knowledge of the American Court System (local, state, and federal) 

 Identify major players in the court system 

 Demonstrate familiarity with several landmark cases 

 Explain the steps in the criminal justice process 

 Apply vocabulary strategies to refer meaning and use new words correctly; 

 Demonstrate effective reading and writing skills.  

 Demonstrate critical reading skills by interpreting and applying appropriately what is read. 

 

QEP Learning Outcome; Throughout this course you will be learning new vocabulary and concepts embedded in the reading 

assignments and class discussions. You are expected to be able to define and give examples of these concepts in your written and oral 

communications, exams and papers. You will find the words and concepts for this course at the end of this syllabus. 

 

 

 

Instructional Methods:  This is a lecture/discussion/group/activities class. Written paper assignments conducted outside of class are for 

class discussion. The professor may assign students to groups for class discussions, and the group may present their findings 

concerning discussions to the class.  

 

Course Evaluation/Grading:  Student assessments are in the following areas: oral and written communication, writing, reading and 

oral presentations. Student evaluations include exams, class attendance/participant, homework assignments, projects, and papers.  
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Grading Scale/Percentages 

    

100 – 90  = A 

    

89 – 80   = B 

    

79 – 70   = C 

                                                                                          

69 – 60   = D 

 

59 – 0  = F  

Writing Assignment: Paper 16% 

Test/Quizzes 16% 

Concepts 16% 

Presentation  (reading and oral skills)  

16% 

Midterm  16% 

Final 20% 

 

     

             

Course Content/Calendar: 

Week  Date Topic 

1 

October 19 Course Introduction  

Pretest 

Vocal Pretest 

2 assignments are given 

 APA Writing sample displayed and Oral/writing assignments given. Overview of 

American Criminal Courts 

Ch. 1 Courts, Crime and Controversy 

Landmark Case Discussion: Brown v. Mississippi 

 

 

2 

October 26 Ch. &2 – The Legal System & Law and Crime  

Ch. 3 –Federal Courts  

Test 1 (Chapter 1-3) 

Take home assignment given 

Essay question-assignment is due 

 Concept Assignment 1 is due 

United v. Laughner 

 

3 

 

November 2 

 

Ch. 4 – State Courts Review -Exam 1 Midterm  

Landmark Cases Discussion: Three Strikes Law; Right to a speedy trial  

 

   

4   
November 9 Midterm EXAM 

Ch.5 The Dynamics of Courthouse Justice (Barker v. Wingo) 

5 

November 16 

Test 2 
Concept Assignment #2 is due 

Ch.6 & 7 Prosecutors & Defense Attorneys 

Ch. 8 & 9 –Judges & Defendants and Victims 

Presentations begin.  

Case: Gideon v. Wainwright; Domestic Violence 

6 

November 23 Test 2 – Vocabulary test 

Ch. 10 & 11 Arrest-Arraignment & Evidence 

Ch. 12 Negotiated Justice and the Plea of Guilty 

Case: Miranda v. Arizona 

Concept 3 s due 

7 

  

November 30   Trial 

Ch. 13,14  & 15 – Sentencing Options and Decisions 

Concept #3 is due. 

Cases: People v. Garcia; Roper v. Simmons; Furman v. Georgia 

Gregg v. Georgia 
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8 

 

December7 

Ch. 16 Appellate and Habeas Corpus Review 

Ch. 17 – Juvenile Courts 

Cases: House v. Bell; In re Gault and due process in juvenile courts 

FINAL EXAM 4  REVIEW 

Further Instructions will be given in class.   

 

 

Academic Course Requirement: 

 Student is required to have read all assigned reading before class meeting. 

 Student is required to write daily discussion notes. 

 Student is required to take all exams and the final exam. 

 A test will be announced at least two class days prior. 

 Student must complete all items for credit for this course.   

 

QEP Statement:  For the next five years Livingstone College will be implementing a Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) that involves 

all new students admitted to Livingstone. This is year three. The purpose of the QEP is to raise the level of vocabulary, fluency and 

comprehension of reading skills of all students. In order to do this we will be collecting information regarding your reading skills and 

we will be using engaging reading and learning activities work. The success of the QEP is closely tied to the accreditation of the 

college, which affects the respectability of your degree, and we take it seriously. 

 

Disabilities/Special Accommodations:  The course’s design is to accommodate the needs of students with diverse abilities and 

interests. However, if you require specific accommodations, please notify me at the beginning of this term to disclose your needs, and 

to arrange accommodations. Students requiring special assistance should also contact the Success Center, which is located on campus. 

Failure to disclose disabilities may hinder the professor’s ability to make the proper modifications.    

 

Course Withdrawal:  While withdrawing from a course is sometimes necessary, we should discuss it before you withdraw. 

Additionally, before withdrawing, you should consider whether this course is a prerequisite for another required course and its future 

availability. If you must withdraw, please take the necessary steps to “officially withdraw from a course” which is outlined in the 

Student Handbook. Posted grades will not be changed.  

 

Classroom Policies (Adopted by the Department and are based on workplace expectations.): 

1. Attendance: The student is to attend every scheduled class with the exceptions of Livingstone College recognized holidays. 

The professor will not deviate from this policy. 

2. Absentees: The student will attend all classes of the course beginning with your enrollment date. After the fourth (4th) 

absence, the student’s final grade will be lowered one letter (example: from A to B), exceptions (excuses) must be in writing 

from the Dean of Liberal Arts in accordance with college policy within one week of returning to class.  (All excuses must be 

approved by the instructor before the final grade is posted. Student will have only one week to make up missed 

assignments/exams/tests.  Please keep track of your own absences. Grades will not be changed after they are posted. 

3. Tardiness on three occasions equals one absence; this will be monitored and recorded. If you are not in your seat to answer 

the roll when it is called but come in immediately or shortly afterward, you are tardy.  

4. Leaving class without prior permission is an absence. 

5. Late work is NOT ACCEPTED. 

6. No cell phones or electronic devices in use in the classroom unless it’s part of the assignment and approved by the 

instructor. (Two or more personal warning about the phone may also reduce your final grade because it negatively impact 

the academic environment). 
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7. Respectful behavior is a requirement in class at all times, failure to do so will result in permanent removal from this course. 

As in the workplace, one incident may result in removal. 

8. Attire:   As in the workplace, please dress appropriately for class. 

9. Be prepared daily by bring the proper supplies (Text book, notebook, Black ink pen and #2 pencil).   

10. Headdress: All   hats, caps do-rags are removed upon entering the classroom unless it is part of your religious or ethnic 

culture. 

11. Academic dishonesty: Cheating will NOT be tolerate. Student will receive a failing grade for the exam with the first 

offense and fail the course with the second offense. Any additional dishonesty will be disciplined according to the college 

guidelines with no exceptions given by the professor. 

12. Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is cheating, therefore the first offense will result in failure of the assignment, second offense results 

in course failure.    

13. Class Participation: In each class, there will be engaging activities to support your learning through this course. The more 

you participate individually or in groups, the more you will reap the benefits from the class experience. Also, please note 

that all lectures, quizzes/pop quizzes, and announcements (e.g. on due dates/quiz dates) will be made during class time. You 

are responsible for keeping track of these updates by attending class regularly. Should you miss any class session/s, please 

be mindful that it is your duty to reach out to me or a fellow classmate for any important announcement/s missed during any 

given class session so that you complete all assignments within the allotted timeframe.  

Rubric for grading Papers and writing assignments 

Criteria Score of 5  

( Weak ) 

Score of 10  

(Satisfactory )                   

Score of 15  

 (Good ) 

Score of 20  

( Excellent) 

Score of 25  

( Outstanding ) 

Score  

Assessed 

PAPER’S 

CONTENTS 

The paper 

contains very 

few of the 

required 

components. 

 The paper 

contains some 

of the required 

components. 

 The paper 

contains most 

of the 

required 

components. 

 The paper 

contains all of 

the required 

components. 

The paper 

contains all of the 

required 

components and 

exceeds 

expectation 

 

ORGANIZATION  

WITHIN THE 

PAPER 

The paper 

shows no 

attempt at 

organization  

 

The paper 

shows some 

attempt at 

organization 

 The paper is 

fairly 

organized.  

 

The paper is 

well 

organized.  

 

 The paper is 

professional.  

 

ASSESSMENT OF 

MECHANIC & 

STYLE 

Errors in 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

grammar, and 

APA format 

are numerous  

Errors in 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

grammar, and 

APA format 

are evident 

 

There are 

some errors 

in spelling, 

punctuation, 

grammar, and 

APA format.  

 

There are very 

few errors in 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

grammar, and 

APA format. 

There are 

absolutely no 

errors in spelling, 

punctuation, 

grammar, and 

APA format.  

 

 

OVERALL 

ARGUMENTATIVE 

IMPACT OF PAPER 

The paper 

does not 

demonstrate 

the student’s 

skills, 

abilities, and 

knowledge 

developed.  

 

The paper does 

little to 

demonstrate 

the student’s 

skills, abilities, 

and knowledge 

developed.  

 

The paper 

helps to 

demonstrate 

the student’s 

skills, 

abilities, and 

knowledge 

developed.  

 

The paper 

demonstrates 

very well the 

student’s 

skills, abilities, 

and 

knowledge 

developed.  

 

The paper does an 

impeccable job of 

demonstrating the 

student’s skills, 

abilities, and 

knowledge 

developed.  
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Key Concepts Assignment  

 

Define terms and use in sentences to demonstrate fundamental knowledge of and usage. 

Concept  1 Concept  2 Concepts 3 

Arraignment Arrest preliminary 

Bail Bench trial Probable cause 

Bond Defense Noelle prose 

Plea-bargaining Affidavit Prosecution 

Constitution  Beyond a reasonable doubt Preponderance 

Grand jury Acquittal Personal recognizance bond 

Bailiff Bond hearing Probation 

4th Amendment Appellate court Parole 

5th Amendment Stenographer Mistral 

6th Amendment Standard of proof Statues 

8th Amendment Standing Ordinance 

14th Amendment State court Procedural law 

Exclusionary rule No-bill Substantive law 

Due process True=bill Supreme Court 

Federal court Indictment Superior Court 

Crime control Plainview Warrant 

Voir dire tort Warrantless search 

Note:   Due date are listed in syllabus and will be announced. 

Comments: The instructor reserves the right to make changes and additions to this syllabus at her 

discretion with or without prior notification. As such, any notification of changes will 

come via Blackboard mail. 
 


